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Calendar of Events
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Description 



	Tuesday
June 2
	2:30-
4:00
	First  Amendment
Center
	Public Forum:  What Comes Next:  Understanding Legislative Options for Health Care Reform.  First Amendment Center, 1207 18th Ave., S.  For background information see www.lwvnashville.org. 

	Thursday

August 20
	12:00 
	TBA
	“Third Thursday” monthly lunch and discussion series will resume in August.  Send suggestions for future topics to Jo Singer at 794-2781 or gjosinger@aol.com.


League of Women Voters:  Public Forum
What Comes Next: Understanding Legislative Options for Health Reform

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 -- 2:30-4:00 pm
The First Amendment Center

1207 18th Avenue South on the Vanderbilt Campus

Handicapped parking will be available across the street from the Center; there will also be a number of additional spaces in that lot on a first come basis.  

Invited panelists include: 
Gordon Bonnyman, Director of Tennessee Justice Center; 
Mary Bufwack, CEO of United Neighborhood Health Services; 
Kathy Wood-Dobbins, Executive Director, Tennessee Primary Care Association; 
Dr. Robert F. Miller, Vanderbilt Pulmonary Medicine; 
Drs. William Paul and Kim Wyche-Etheridge, Metro Public Health; 
Dr. Matthew Ramsey, Vanderbilt Department of History; 
Drs. Wayne Riley, President and CEO, and Dean Valarie Montgomery-Rice, Meharry Medical College; and Congressmen Jim Cooper and Bart Gordon
League members Sue Bredensteiner and Debby Gould, in collaboration with Debbie Miller, director of the Child and Family Policy Center at the Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies, and Barbara Clinton, director of the Vanderbilt Center for Health Services, have designed a program for the public to learn about current Congressional action on health care reform.  Contact debbygould@bellsouth.net or 403-6478 to submit and ask questions of the panel from the audience and to help with logistics the day of the event. 

Copies of Quick Information about Health Care Reform: Fact Sheets Summarizing Proposals for Change will be available at the meeting.  Members can view them at www.LWVnashville.org. Check out www.healthreform.gov for information about the Obama Administration’s interaction with national grass roots advocates for health reform and updated information on the health care legislative process. The forum will be videographed and edited for replay on public broadcasting Channel 9/10.
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Thanks so much to all who had a hand in making the Annual Meeting and Dinner such a huge success!  It was great to see long-time members as well as new faces and new Board members.  We have accomplished a lot during the last year—training volunteers to conduct voter registration drives, observing polling places during the fall elections, helping defeat the English Only charter amendment, and inaugurating the “Third Thursday” lunch and discussion series, which will resume in August.  In the meantime: 
· Welcome newly elected Board members:  2nd vice president, Barbara Gay; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Finance, Kay Simmons; Human Needs, Reba Holmes; Metro Government, Mary Beth Ikard; and Publicity, Jackie Crumley as well as the nominating committee members (off-board) Brenda Gilmore, chair, Luvenia Butler, and Berdelle Campbell.  We’re grateful for the terrific contributions of outgoing Board members Jan Bossing, Berdelle Campbell, Barbara Deneke, and Tish Womack.
· Welcome new League Members, Nancy Dimond, Mary Beth Ikard, and Riffi O’Brien, who have already become involved in the League.

· Note that a list of all new members who have joined since January, 2009, complete with contact information has been enclosed in mailed copies of this Voter.  Please insert it in your Membership Handbook and Directory 2008-2009.
· Come to the Health Care Forum and bring a friend!         --Lucy Chism
MARY BUFWACK ENGAGES LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING AUDIENCE
As the discussion about how to fix health care has quickened in Washington, one of our community’s front line care givers, Mary Bufwack, joined League members to discuss Toward a High Performance Health System. Over the past several months the United Neighborhood Health Services in Nashville and CEO Bufwack have been getting a lot of attention in both the national and local media—and it has all been good news!

She has led this nonprofit network of primary care clinics and health programs for 20 years and helped it become a model primary care system—one of the most influential and effective care networks in the country. Last year the clinics served 23,000 people and they expect an increase of 4,000 clients in 2009—that’s almost 30,000 people, most of whom do not have health care insurance.

Funding for new projects acknowledges good results and management. In addition to numerous operating grants, United Neighborhood received in 2008 a $1.3 million Medicare-funded grant to work with patients at Vanderbilt University Medical Center’s emergency room. This year the organization received some of the first stimulus money—a $1 million plus allotment that will launch three new clinics in Nashville by July 1.

United Neighborhood strives to improve the health and quality of life of underserved, vulnerable and minority individuals including infants, children, teens, adults, and seniors, by providing health services and programs and by promoting health policies that prevent and control disease, injury, and disability.

Bufwack began her presentation with a quote from Harry S. Truman showing clearly that the system hasn’t worked since 1945. Today, annual health care insurance premiums for a family cost more than a worker making minimum wage makes in a year. And while research documents that the best care model integrates physical medicine, mental health and substance use treatment, our system is not set up to reimburse for such clinical pathways. In addition, she shared a snapshot about health care that may help change misconceptions:

· How many Tennessee employers offer their employees health care insurance? 54%.

· How many of Tennessee’s uninsured hold jobs?  80%.

· How many Tennessee families make more than $50,000 but are uninsured?  40%.

She also shared stories of successes seen at United Neighborhood Health Services, plans for the new clinics, and the competition that exists for primary care physicians and nurse practitioners, and she answered an array of questions from an eager audience.

LWV Board: President, Lucy Chism; 1st VP, Jo Singer; 2nd VP, Barbara Gay; Secretary, Carolyn Harris; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Education, Debby Gould; Finance, Kay Simmons; Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner; Human Needs, Reba Holmes; Membership, Margie Parsley; Metro Government, Mary Beth Ikard; Publicity, Jackie Crumley; Voter Editor, Karen Weeks; and Voter Services, Lynn Williams.  Judy Raines, Office Administrator. 
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