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Calendar of Events
The League sponsors meetings and events for the public as well as for League members.

	
	Time
	Place
	Description 



	Thursday

August 21, 2008
	11:45 – 12:30

	Green Hills Library,  3701 

Benham, 37215
	How to Conduct a Voter Registration Drive.

For info or to register voters, contact Lynn Williams, lwnn.wms@comcast.net or 289-6499.

	Sat-Sun

Nov 1-2


	Noon to Noon  
	DuBose Center

Monteagle, TN
	Tennessee League of Women Voters

State Fall Conference


PRESIDENT’S NOTES
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 August 25, 1919 began much like any other day, but one single act forever changed the lives of women throughout our nation.  Tennessee certified the ratification to become the 36th state to amend the 19th Amendment providing women with the right to vote on that historic day.  As we prepare for the upcoming election season, we must pause to give thanks to the leaders that have guided and supported our organization throughout previous election cycles.  Cheers to all of our Past Presidents and a special thank you to our Immediate Past President, Margie Parsley, for her dedication to the League of Women Voters of Nashville. 
More recent accomplishments to celebrate include our recent School Board Candidate Forum hosted and showcased on Channel 19 by Past President, Luvenia Butler, and chaired by Debby Gould.  Also, Lynn Williams will be conducting a Voter Registration Drive Training for our general membership on August 21, 2008.  For more information on upcoming League events and activities, log onto www.lwvnashville.org. I am excited and honored at the opportunity to serve as your President and look forward to seeing you at the polls August 7!
HOW TO CONDUCT A VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE
Calling all members!  Lynn Williams, Voter Services chair, has been responding to requests for Voter Registration in a new and innovative way.  She has assembled some excellent and concise materials to guide people through the process, so that they can register their own members or employees.  Taking the next step, she will conduct a brown bag Voter Registration Training Event, Thursday, August 21, from 11:45 am to 12:30 pm at the Green Hills Public Library.  Lynn will be there from 11:30 to 1:00. Plans are underway for a second Saturday training to be held in coming weeks.    

Now is your chance to become involved in this important civic activity.    Please plan on attending the train-the-trainer event and bring a friend.  If you can not attend, but wish to register voters, or for more information, contact Lynn Williams, lwnn.wms@comcast.net or 289-6499.   
KAREN EDWARDS RECEIVES MOLLY TODD AWARD

At the League’s Annual Meeting, Carrie Hudson presented the Molly Todd award to Karen Edwards noting, “She exemplifies the qualities that Molly Todd considered important.  In her quiet, reserved manner she worked tirelessly to promote the work of the League—the organization to which citizens first look for truth in government.”  

As a League leader, Karen was adroit in recruiting others and involving them in League projects.  During her tenure as President of the Nashville League, she worked with chairpersons in organizing public forums on the Mayor’s proposed budget, health care, education, TennCare, the anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education decision, and several candidate forums.  Recently, she has worked to help shape League positions on issues such as health care and immigration.  Congratulations, Karen! 
ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM NOTES, TIFFANY WILMOT INSPIRES!  
Local environmental leader, Tiffany Wilmot gave a fascinating talk on green living at the LWVN annual meeting.  Those in attendance were enthralled. Great ideas for everything from reducing power usage to responsible use of water to improving indoor air quality were given.  One of my favorite tips was to recycle but reduce your waste first, which involves thoughtful purchasing, composting of organic waste, and re-using or re-purposing items that do not need to be discarded.  Another idea that led to a lively discussion among the group was to eliminate phantom power from electronics and other applicances, with power strips that can be switched off (so long as the strip itself is not one that has a light or other power draw on it.)  Most of these ideas cost little to implement and each one can incrementally increase the sustainability of your lifestyle and even save you money over time.  Tiffany has won prestigious awards for her work in waste prevention and disposal, helping clients ranging from the US Army to numerous large corporations and even cities.  She has also become a respected authority on green building projects, offering workshops and green building project management services to an impressive list of clients.  Her company website is www.wilmotinc.com.  By Barbara Deneke

LEAGUE OPPOSES ENGLISH-ONLY BALLOT INITIATIVE

Issue:  The League is working with other groups to oppose an English-Only ballot initiative proposed by Councilman Eric Crafton.  The proposed charter amendment, to be placed on the November General Election ballot if sufficient signatures are obtained by August 16, says “English is the official language of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County, Tennessee”….No person shall have a right to government services in any other language….Nothing in this measure shall be interpreted to conflict with federal or state law.”  A similar amendment was passed by Metro Council and vetoed by Mayor Bill Purcell in 2007; Council failed to override the veto. 
Action: On August 7, a new Council will consider a resolution asking voters not to sign the ballot initiative and—if it is placed on the ballot—to oppose it. Please contact your council member at www.nashville.gov/council/feedback.html to indicate your support for the resolution and your opposition to the proposed charter amendment. You can also thank the sponsors:  Stein, Cole, Durbin, Page, Barry, and Todd.  The proposed charter amendment:
· Contains no exception for protection of the public’s health and safety,

· Would violate federal and state constitutions, and would likely mire the city in expensive lawsuits,

· Would undermine community policing efforts,

· Sends a negative message to companies seeking to relocate to Nashville,  and

· Is unnecessary—immigrants are learning English just like immigrants of the past.  The best way to help immigrants learn English is to enable them to work and interact with native speakers and to improve English language programs in public schools and local communities. 

Background:  In April 2008, the League of Women Voters of the U.S. adopted an immigration position based upon the consensus of its members, in which Nashville League participated.  Local Leagues may act on the position as it applies to local situations.  The LWVUS position includes a significant concept that bears upon the issue of the English-Only ballot initiative:  “All persons should receive fair treatment under the law.”
LWV Board: President, Lucy Chism; 1st VP, Jo Singer; 2nd VP, Berdelle Campbell; Secretary, Carolyn Harris; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Action, Karen Weeks; Education, Debby Gould; Environment, Barbara Deneke; Finance Drive, Tish Womack; Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner; Membership, Margie Parsley; Metro Government, Reba Holmes; Voter Editor, Jan Bossing; and Voter Services, Lynn Williams.  Judy Raines, Office Administrator.
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