	[image: image1.jpg]



	THE NASHVILLE VOTER
The League of Women Voters of Nashville

P. O. Box 158369, Nashville TN 37215, (615) 297-7134, www.LWVnashville.org. 



Volume 62, No. 4                                                                              December, 2008
Calendar of Events
The League sponsors meetings and events for the public as well as for League members.
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Description 


	Saturday

Dec 6
	9-10

a.m.
	United Meth Comm, 810 12th Ave, S
	Immigrant Advocate Training. Information will be provided to help you understand the pitfalls of the “English Only” Ballot Initiative, January 22. RSVP to Jan Snider, jsnider@umcor.org. 

	Wednesday

Dec 10
	5:30 –

7:30 

p.m.
	Judy Raines’

house
	LWV Holiday Gathering.  Bring a friend and join the festivities! 

1632 S Observatory Drive, 37215.  RSVP, lwvnash@comcast.net 

or 279-7134.

	Monday 

January 5
	5:15

p.m.
	Easter Seals

2001 Woodmont
	Board Meeting.  The Board meets monthly, first Monday, 

guests welcome.

	Thursday

January 15
	12:00
	Germantown Café, 1200 5th Ave N. at Jefferson St.
	“Third Thursday” Lunch and Discussion.  Join the League for a look at the “English Only” Ballot Initiative (election on January 22).  Leaguers will explain the League’s position and facilitate discussion.   Contact KarenHWeeks@comcast.net or 373-3551.  (Weather cancellation consistent with Metro schools).

	Thursday

January 22
	
	Polling 

places
	Special Election, Charter Amendments  (Early voting starts January 2, Howard School downtown only)  For additional info, see
Website for Nashville for All of Us, www.Nashvilleforallofus.org 
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“THIRD THURSDAY” LUNCH AND DISCUSSION MEETINGS BEGIN IN JANUARY!

Want to know more about the issues of the day and discuss them? LWVN will begin a monthly series of short lunch meetings on the Third Thursdays to cover various topics. Locations will vary, but the time will not. Your Board chairs will be providing background information, League positions and starter discussion questions for us. 

Our first will be Thursday, January 15, 12:00 noon at the Germantown Café, 1200 5th Ave. N. at Jefferson St. with the topic of discussion the “English Only” Ballot Initiative—to be voted on January 22.  Debby Gould and Karen Weeks will lead the discussion.  See the accompanying article.
There is so much to talk about, and Leaguers do it so well! Future topics will likely include the poll watching project results, the LWVUS National Voting Compact consensus, understanding the health care proposals, climate change, and early childhood education. The League is involved in all of these, and you can be, too!

Please make a note to join your fellow LWV member and bring a friend on Third Thursdays for a truly different lunchtime experience!

LEAGUE JOINS COALITION TO OPPOSE “ENGLISH ONLY”

The Nashville League will work with Nashville for All of Us—a broad-based coalition ranging from business groups to the ACLU and immigrant rights groups—to defeat the “English Only” initiative that will be on the ballot January 22.  This action is a natural outgrowth of the National League’s immigration position adopted last spring following a careful consensus process in which the Nashville League participated.  
In thinking about this issue, consider the following:

· The proposed ballot initiative is “English only” not “English first.”  It is an attempt to eliminate the use of all non-English languages by Metro government.  This unnecessary ballot initiative will cost Nashville taxpayers approximately $350,000, during a time when the nation faces a financial crisis and local governments are being forced to cut essential services.

· Nashville has always been known as an inclusive community that welcomes immigrants, foreign businesses, foreign investments and visitors that help bring higher paying jobs and that expand our local tax base.  We want to continue to encourage future economic growth for our city.
· Requiring Metro agencies impose a language barrier will create confusion and make all Nashvillians less safe.  Will new immigrants no longer be able to contact a 911 operator if they are victims of a crime, have information to prevent a crime, or need to report a downed power line?
· Today’s immigrants are learning English the same way our grandparents did—by getting out into the community and interacting with native speakers.  If the concern is learning English, we should create more opportunities for immigrants to learn English, not isolate them through this charter amendment.
WHAT YOU CAN DO:
· Learn more about the League’s position and this important local issue at the League’s “Third Thursday” Lunch on January 15.  For additional information and to RSVP, contact Karen Weeks, KarenHWeeks@comcast.net or 373-3551.
· Attend advocate training sponsored by the Coalition on Information about Immigration (the League is a member) and the United Methodist Committee on Relief, Saturday December 6, 9:00-10:00, at United Methodist Communications, 810 12th Ave S.  RSVP to Jan Snider, jsnider@umcor.org.
· Check out the CEI web site at www.educationaboutimmigration.com for additional information.  
· Volunteer by working AGAINST Charter Amendment 1.  Go to www.Nashvilleforallofus.org. 

· Vote January 22 at your regular polling place, or vote early beginning January 2 at the Howard School Building downtown.
LWV Board: President, Lucy Chism; 1st VP, Jo Singer; 2nd VP, Berdelle Campbell; Secretary, Carolyn Harris; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Action, Karen Weeks; Education, Debby Gould; Environment, Barbara Deneke; Finance Drive, Tish Womack; Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner; Membership, Margie Parsley; Metro Government, Reba Holmes; Voter Editor, Jan Bossing; and Voter Services, Lynn Williams.  Judy Raines, Office Administrator.
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