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Calendar of Events
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Description 



	Monday 

April

6
	5:15

p.m.
	Easter Seals

2001 Woodmont
	Board Meeting.  The Board meets monthly, first Monday, 

guests welcome.  

	Monday

April 13
	11:30
	Berdelle Campbell’s, 1217 5th Av  N
	State Action Committee, brown bag.  The committee meets every two weeks.  Contact Margie Parsley, mparsley99@comcast.net or 352-7551. New members welcome.  

	Thursday

April 16
	12:00
	Green Hills

Library, 3701

Benham Ave.
	“Third Thursday” Lunch.  Discussion and LWVUS Consensus on National Popular Vote Compact.  Box lunches will be provided for $8.00 if reserved by April 14; RSVP to karenhweeks@comcast.net or 373-3551. Or just come and bring your own brown bag.

	April 25-

April 26
	Noon 
To

Noon
	Scarritt-

Bennett Ctr.
Nashville
	LWVTN Convention.  Learn about the TN Diploma Project, regulation of waste ponds, and legislative issues—plus elections and adoption of budget and support positions.  See www.lwv-tn.org. 

	Wednesday

May 6
	5:30
	Sunset Grill
2001 Belcourt

Ave. 37212
	League Annual Meeting and Dinner.  Gather at 5:30, greet your friends, and dine at 6:00.  Join us to hear Mary Bufwack, “Toward a High Performance Health System.”  For details, see below.
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YOU ARE INVITED

LWV Nashville Annual Meeting, May 6

Sunset Grill

2001 Belcourt Ave. in Hillsboro Village

Gather at 5:30 (cash bar)

Dinner at 6:00

Mary Bufwack: “Toward a High Performance Health System”
Please RSVP and send payment of $30 to the League Office by May 1 
Or call the Office at 297-7134

PO Box 158369, Nashville TN 37215

Our Annual Meeting speaker, Mary Bufwack, PhD, is the CEO of Nashville’s United Neighborhood Health Services, a private nonprofit network of primary care clinics and health programs. For 20 years she has guided the growth of this network, which services our community’s most vulnerable and underserved populations. In the fall of 2008, the agency added services for homeless people to its mission and offers outreach, in part, through the Downtown Clinic, the Mobile Clinic, and the 14-24 On Your Own Clinic for homeless youth. The network serves over 25,000 people each year, 13,000 of whom have no health insurance. 
United Neighborhood Health Services has received $973,593 from the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to expand primary health services through three new clinics in Nashville to be available by July 1.  Attorney Irwin Vennick, who headed the clinic before Bufwack, “applauds her vision and ability to think outside the box.” Bufwack will speak about the importance of primary care to our community and to the development of a high performance health system.

We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting, when we will elect some new Board members, approve our budget for the coming year, and consider some minor changes to our Program of Service. Please review the proposed nominees, Program of Service, and budget in this Voter.   Come join us for this festive event!
THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH—NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE COMPACT

What if the presidential candidate with the highest popular vote does not receive the greatest number of electoral votes?  It has happened before.  Our lunch will focus discussion and consensus on the National Popular Vote Compact.  Leagues in other states asked the LWWUS to seek consensus regarding an alternative way—besides a constitutional amendment—to ensure that in presidential elections the winner of the national popular vote will, in fact, be the winner.  For more information on the topic, see the article in the March issue of the Nashville Voter at www.lwvnashville.org or see background papers, both pro and con, at the LWVUS web site, www.lwv.org/NVP.   We will gather on April 16 at 12:00 at the Green Hills Library branch, 3701 Benham Ave. (off Glen Echo from Hillsboro Rd., behind the Post Office). Action Chair Karen Weeks will lead the discussion and consensus.  If you wish to order a box lunch for $8.00, please RSVP by April 14 to karenhweeks@comcast.net or 373-3551—or simply bring your own lunch and come.  So bring a friend and enjoy the lively League discussion!
HEALTH CARE UPDATE

Nashville League Health Care Chair Sue Bredensteiner is a member of the League of Women Voters US Health Care Task Force, established in fall 2008.  The task force will examine the current League Position on Health Care (finalized in 1993) and provide new educational materials for League members about the problems of health care service delivery and financing that have continued to increase over the intervening 15 years. Comparative fact sheets about current legislation are also planned. The group is hard at work researching and writing materials that will be and published in the National VOTER and posted on the LWVUS website. The intent is to help inform members so that they can become involved in the health care debate that has already begun in Washington with Congressional activity and President Obama’s White House Health Care Conference on March 5. A blog of the event is available at www.healthreform.gov. Finding ways to restructure the delivery and affordability of health care in the United States has enormous implications for our economy, our citizens, and our health care providers.
The Nashville League is laying the ground work for a Health Care Forum in Nashville.  Sue is in contact with Congressman Jim Cooper and local health care providers about participation in a panel discussion.  The goal is to inform attendees about the complexities involved in service provision and proposed solutions that will offer affordable health care coverage to all in an accountable, accessible, patient-centered, and coordinated manner. Members interested in helping with plans for a forum should contact Sue at 352-6665.  In the meantime, members can access a helpful report published in February 2009 by The Commonwealth Fund, entitled The Path to a High Performance U.S. Health System: A 2020 Vision and the Policies to Pave the Way, at www.cmwf.org
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The nominating committee, comprised of Karen Edwards, Chair, Luvenia Butler, Berdelle Campbell, Lee Fairbend, and Reba Holmes, is pleased to present the following nominations for Board terms 2008-2010:

2nd Vice President, Barbara Gay
Treasurer, Marian Ott

Finance, Kay Simmons

Human Needs, Reba Holmes
Metro Government, Mary Beth Ikard

Publicity, Jackie Crumley
Nominating Committee (1-year), Brenda Gilmore, chair, Luvenia Butler, Berdelle Campbell
In addition, the following members will continue through 2010:

President, Lucy Chism

1st Vice President, Jo Singer

Secretary, Carolyn Harris

Education, Debby Gould

Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner

Membership, Margie Parsley
Voter, Karen Weeks  
Voters Service, Lynn Williams

PROGRAM OF SERVICE 
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NASHVILLE

2009-2010—Proposed, May 6, 2009

I.  LOCAL PROGRAM 
The League of Women Voter of Nashville provides consistent voter services, including voter education, voter registration and candidate forums.  The League also engages in strategic and effective issue advocacy based on positions reached by the membership after careful study and discussion.  

II. STUDY AND ACTION 
The goal of the 2009-2010 study and action program is to promote broader, more diverse citizen participation in decisions affecting public policies in Nashville.  The program focus will be:

A.  EDUCATION

· Study and advocate for challenging, high quality education.  

· Advocate for equal access to educational opportunities, with special attention to children from diverse backgrounds and with special needs.

· Support expansion of high quality pre-kindergarten programs, with priority given to children at risk.  

· Support resources adequate to meet the standards in the federal No Child Left Behind legislation and the recommendations made by the Citizen’s Panel for a Community Report Card.

B.  ENVIRONMENT

· Support a comprehensive coordinated approach to land use, growth and development, and transportation, with focus on efforts to expand efficient and accessible mass transit—including the Metropolitan Transit Authority and commuter rail project—and on walking and bikeways.

· Support efforts to manage and reduce waste in environmentally friendly ways. Support implementation of Metro’s Waste Management Plan, including refuse pick-up and disposal, recycling, and hazardous waste disposal.  

· Make information available to the community about local, state and federal issues that impact the local environment: air and water quality, use of pesticides, public lands protection, and protection of state parks and state forests.  

· Support energy conservation and make information available to the community about issues related to energy use. 
C.  ELECTORAL PROCESS

· Work with the Davidson County Election Commission to ensure that voting systems are consistent with LWVUS best practices so that they are secure, accurate, re-countable and accessible and include voter-verified paper ballots. 

· Support adequate resources for the election process including acquisition, testing, and security of voting machines and equipment; training for election officials; and improvements to the change of address process. 

· Promote the implementation and equitable distribution of federal allocations for the Help America Vote Act of 2002 in Nashville.

D.  HEALTH CARE 

· Promote a health care financing and delivery system that assures an appropriate level of high-quality health care for all residents of Nashville, including the following services:

· Health and wellness education and promotion;

· Primary care:  prevention and treatment of illness, reproductive health care, maternal and child health care;

· Behavioral health care:  mental health care and substance use treatment;

· Acute, urgent and emergency care; and

· Long-term care:  home- and community-based care.

· Provide information about the impact of TennCare on Metropolitan Government and on access to appropriate health care affecting residents of the county.  

· Support efforts to contain costs by using evidence-based medicine whenever possible, using best practices in care management, and promoting continuity and coordination of care.

E.  HUMAN NEEDS

· Support equal access to education, employment and housing. 

· Support programs and policies to prevent or reduce poverty and to promote self-sufficiency for individuals and families in Nashville, including those newly immigrated and individuals with disabilities.

· Provide voter education activities with newly naturalized citizens.

· Support policy changes related to immigration consistent with LWVUS positions at the local, state and federal level.

· Support programs and policies that allow victims of domestic abuse to maintain every right of citizenship, including the assurance of safety and the ability to vote. 

F.  METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT

· Educate citizens about their elected and appointed officials and about how Metropolitan Nashville/Davidson County Government works.

· Educate citizens about the budget process and finances for Metropolitan Government and support policies that provide adequate resources for public services in Nashville, consistent with state and national League positions.

· Provide information to the Metropolitan Council and its committees regarding issues supported by the League. 

· Support ethical standards in Metro Government. 
LWV Nashville Board: President, Lucy Chism; 1st VP, Jo Singer; 2nd VP, Berdelle Campbell; Secretary, Carolyn Harris; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Action, Karen Weeks; Education, Debby Gould; Environment, Barbara Deneke; Finance Drive, Tish Womack; Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner; Membership, Margie Parsley; Metro Government, Reba Holmes; Voter Editor, Jan Bossing; and Voter Services, Lynn Williams.  Judy Raines, Office Administrator. 
	LWV NASHVILLE PROPOSED 2009-2010 BUDGET 

	
	07-08 Actual
	08-09 Budget
	08-09

Projected 
	Proposed 

09-10

	INCOME
	
	
	
	

	Annual Meeting
	960
	400
	930
	930

	Ed Fund Contributions
	3,940
	4,500
	3,330
	3,330

	Interest & Dividends
	7
	10
	6
	6

	Lobbyist Fund Contributions
	3,160
	2,400
	2,550
	2,800

	Membership
	8,015
	7,000
	6,980
	7,200

	Operating Contributions
	4,530
	6,225
	3,744
	5,200

	In kind
	110
	
	110
	150

	State Reimbursement
	4,246
	4,298
	4,118
	4,090

	TOTAL INCOME
	24,968
	24,833
	21,768
	23,706

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	

	Community Services
	
	
	
	

	Forums & Publications
	445
	850
	197
	350

	Coalitions, Memberships & Athena
	50
	50
	100
	100

	TOTAL Community Services
	495
	900
	297
	450

	 Fund Raising Expenses
	110
	250
	111
	150

	General & Administrative
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL Insurance
	344
	525
	230
	230

	TOTAL Office Administrator
	10,208
	10,499
	10,000
	10,000

	TOTAL Office Supplies
	745
	550
	720
	600

	TOTAL Phone
	408
	525
	426
	475

	TOTAL Post Box Rental
	68
	75
	70
	75

	TOTAL Postage
	422
	460
	486
	525

	TOTAL Printing
	0
	240
	514
	575

	TOTAL Rent
	810
	800
	880
	972

	Taxes
	11
	12
	12
	12

	Website, email, & data storage
	160
	160
	160
	310

	TOTAL General & Administrative
	13,176
	13,846
	13,498
	13,774

	Member Services
	
	
	
	

	Annual Meetings
	1,038
	700
	1,038
	1,040

	Board & President Expenses
	23
	150
	78
	150

	Brochures, Handouts &Committees
	0
	200
	76
	200

	Delegate expenses
	0
	1,200
	1,200
	1,200

	Membership, Meetings & Directory
	165
	250
	61
	200

	Voter
	98
	475
	97
	125

	TOTAL Member Services
	1,324
	2,975
	2,550
	2,915

	State and National Expenses
	
	
	
	

	Lobbyist Fund contributions 
	3,315
	2,400
	2,550
	2,800

	PMP-National
	3,020
	2,814
	2,602
	3,475

	PMP-State
	1,989
	1,641
	1,640
	2,142

	TOTAL State & National Expenses
	8,324
	6,855
	6,792
	8,417

	TOTAL EXPENSES
	23,429
	24,826
	23,248
	25,706

	NET BALANCE
	1,539
	7
	-1,480
	-2,000

	From Reserves
	
	
	
	2,000


KEY LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 2009
The League has been following and advocating on behalf of a number of issues consistent with national, state and local League priorities.  Kudos to our League lobby corps:  Margie Parsley, Berdelle Campbell, Barbara Devaney, Diane DiIanni, Riffi Obrien, Judy Raines, and Kay Simmons!  For additional information, see the weekly Legislative Reports you receive from our lobbyist, Stewart Clifton. It is crucially important for members to respond to action alerts in the League’s weekly Legislative Report.  See www.legislature.state.tn.us for contact information.
The LWV of Tennessee SUPPORTS the following issues before the legislature:
· Judicial Selection:  We believe our present system of merit based selection of judges is too important to be allowed to sunset.  We encourage the General Assembly to find agreement on the details to maintain a system that will ensure Tennessee keeps its high standard of quality for appellate judges—untainted by the partisanship that can be engendered by direct, contested elections.

· Tax Modernization:  We support the Tax Modernization and Fiscal Stimulus Act, SB 2054 Tate, HB 2182 Turner, which eliminates sales tax on food; lowers the general sales tax rate (9.25%-9.75%) to a universal rate of 6.75%; repeals the Hall tax on investment income; holds local governments harmless; and enacts a graduated incomes tax that results in 60% of taxpayers paying less and raises $1billion to meet budget shortfalls. 

· Other Taxes:  We support the Food and Business Tax Fairness Act, SB 0502 Burchett, HB 1350 Sargent, which closes corporate tax loopholes and reduces the sales tax on food.  We support SB 2290 Kyle, HB 2264 Turner to close the FONCE (Family-owned non-corporate entity) loophole passed in 2000 for family owned passive income and rental income entities. 

· Open Government:  We support the Open Records Act (2008) and are monitoring efforts to amend it.

· Pre-K:  We support maintaining current Pre-Kindergarten early childhood education for 4-year-olds.

· School superintendents:  We support maintaining appointed school superintendents and oppose efforts to revert to appointed superintendents.  Therefore we oppose SB 2213 Yager, HB 0015 Ferguson and SB 0908 Burks, HB 0952 Winningham, which would reestablish electing superintendents.
In addition, the League OPPOSES the following:
· Photo ID:  We oppose SB 0150 Ketron, HB 0639 Maggart, and other bills which require Photo IDs to vote. These bills place unacceptable burdens on elderly and low income voters.  We also oppose bills that would require proof of citizenship in order to vote.
· Paper Ballots:  We oppose efforts to repeal or weaken (SB 0305 Johnson J, HB  0295 Casada, and SB 0872 Ketron, HB 0614 Todd) the Tennessee Voter Confidence Act, adopted with League support in 2008, which requires the ballot of record be a paper ballot marked by the voter.   We oppose efforts to strip the Act of the requirement for random audits (SB 0299 Johnson J, HB 0283 Casada and SB 0889 Ketron and HB 0858 Mumpower). 
· Environment:  We oppose bills which would weaken regulation of clean waters: SB 0632 Southerland, HB 1615 McCord and SB 0633 Southerland, HB 1617 McCord.
· Right of Privacy:  We oppose Constitutional Amendments, such as SJR 127 Black, that would reduce individual rights.  The League affirms the constitutional right of privacy of the individual to make reproductive choices.  

· Constitutional Taxation and Spending Limitations: We oppose Constitutional amendments, such as HJR 0003 Kelsey, to ban an income tax, because it is bad policy to tie the hands of the General Assembly to meet the needs of the citizens in the future. We oppose Constitutional Amendments, such as SJR 0025 and HJR 0067 Casada, which would make it more difficult for the General Assembly to exceed current spending caps.  
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