LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® OF NASHVILLE

Observer Reporting Form

Feature Evaluated Yes No Comments

Meeting started on time?

All members present?

Members attentive?

Did members appear to have done
their “homework?”

Were members courteous to each

other and the public?

Agenda sent/posted 72 hours

before?

Agenda items clearly described v

what was to be discussed?

Adequate opportunity for public v | was able to talk at length with Angie Thompson before the meeting,

input? who was preparing her Behavioral Health update. She was glad to see
that LWVN was represented at the meeting.

BN N B

Was there an appearance that v
some action items were discussed
in closed rather than open session?

Was background information v Minutes of prior meetings, hardcopy of Behavioral Health Update
available to the public?

Facilities adequate? (room size, v
lighting, ventilation, speakers
audible, accessible to handicapped)

Were any issues on the agenda relevant to LWV positions or programs?

1. Behavioral Health Update by Angela Thompson, MS, MPS, Director, MPHD Behavioral Health Services — highlighted a
change in the Health Department’'s Behavioral Health Services goal, emphasizing the relationship between individual mental
health and wellness to overall community health. The Strategic Plan features partnering with community initiatives such as
Communities Putting Prevention to Work (http://health.nashville.gov/CPPW/default.htm). Implementation efforts include
working on crisis and suicide prevention with coalitions and agencies that have an anti-bullying, agenda—e.q., addressing
cyber-bullying and bullying of sub-cultural (LGBTQ/ cultural/ ethnic) groups. Community partners include Oasis Center,
Tennessee Voices for Children, the Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network, the Mental Health Association of Middle
Tennessee, and STARS Nashville. Board member Dr. Henry Foster observed that suicides are mainly related to
depression, which is treatable; increased suicide rates among African American youth 10—19 years old are of particular
concern. Dr. Ruth Stewart asked how many public health patients had been matched to mental health providers last year. A:
Of 900 patients seen, 700 were matched in jails; walk-ins off the street were referred to Elam Center, if not to an emergency
room. Crisis counselors were provided to flood victims.

2. Report of the Director — Tennessee’s infant mortality rate improved from 48" in the nation to 44™ in one year —“a
monumental leap,” said Dr. Foster, “but not good enough.” Nationwide, infant mortality rates were worse in 2010 than in
2009, a function of natural disasters as well as the economic downturn.

Do you recommend League action on any of these issues? Not at this time.
Other Concerns: None

Observer: Pat Post Meeting: Metro Board of Health Date: January 6, 2011
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