LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® OF NASHVILLE
Observer Reporting Form

Feature Evaluated Yes No Comments
Meeting started on time?
All members present?
Members attentive?

Did members appear to have done their
“homework?”

Were members courteous to each other and the
public?

Agenda sent/posted 72 hours before?

D N N NI NN

Agenda items clearly described what was to be v
discussed?

Adequate opportunity for public input? v

Was there an appearance that some action items v

were discussed in closed rather than open session?

Was background information available to the public? v/ Background information is available only after minutes of the
meeting have been approved and are posted on the Board of
Health website. The most recent minutes posted to date are
from the 12/2/10 meeting, in which LWVN attendance is noted.

Facilities adequate? (room size, lighting, ventilation, v

speakers audible, accessible to handicapped)

Were any issues on the agenda relevant to LWV positions or programs?

1. New Lentz public health center site plan update & approval: Metro Finance Director Richard Riebeling reported that the
Mayor’s office would file legislation with the Metro Council in March requesting approval of $28 million to purchase a new
building for Lentz health center, to be constructed by Hospital Corporation of America (HCA) per Health Dept. specifications,
at the corner of 23" Ave N. and Charlotte Ave. (north side of Charlotte). The property, owned by HCA, would be swapped for
the 23" Ave N site currently occupied by Metro Health Dept, which HCA would replace with a physicians’ office building for
Centennial Medical Center. The new public health building, to be Silver LEED certified, would be more cost-effective to build
and maintain than renovating the old building, and the location would be better — on a bus route, near the new 28" Ave
Connector, and accessible to vehicles, bikes, and pedestrians. Board members were assured that it would be accessible to
public housing residents. The Board approved Mr. Riebeling’s request. If the Council approves the legislation at its April
meeting, construction on the new Health Department complex could begin by early 2012 and would be completed by the end
of that year. Riebeling urged Board members to educate Council members about the wisdom of approving this ordinance.

2. Budget update by Health Dept Director William Paul, MD: The 2012 budget process is beginning for all Metro
departments. The Mayor’s budget deadline is May 1, and the Metro Council’s deadline for approving it is June 30. The Health
Dept. has been asked to prepare a scenario for a 3% reduction in expenditures, which is slightly better than last year but
compounds underfunding over the last several years. There are some concerns about state grants and the state mental
health budget; if reduced, the burden will fall heavily upon local governments including Nashville -- e.g., costs will rise for the
Health Dept., Metro jails, and other Metro services.

3. Director’s report on CPPW grant activities: Nashville is one of 44 cities that received the Communities Putting Prevention
to Work (CPPW) grant award from CDC with a $7.5 million grant to support public health efforts to reduce obesity, increase
physical activity, and improve nutrition. Dr. Paul noted that a Food Policy Council has been formed; the Nashville Mobile
Market, initiated by a Vanderbilt student, and the Health Corner Store Initiative have been launched; an HBO documentary
on obesity is in the works; Health Dept. representatives attended a Robert Wood Johnson meeting on obesity in January;
Mayor Dean has been invited to speak at a March symposium on obesity sponsored by the Institute of Medicine; and the
Health Dept. has begun an initiative to encourage breastfeeding. Dr. Foster congratulated the Department for taking on these
difficult issues. Board members also applauded the significant reduction in teen birth rates in TN, while acknowledging that
the state still ranks lower than other states.

Do you recommend League action on any of these issues? No
Other Concerns: None
Observer: Pat Post Meeting: Metro Board of Health Date: 2/3/2011
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http://health.nashville.gov/BOH/BoardOfHealth.htm
http://health.nashville.gov/BOH/BoardOfHealth.htm
http://health.nashville.gov/BOH/bm_20101202.htm
http://www.nashvillemobilemarket.org/
http://www.nashvillemobilemarket.org/
http://www.thefoodtrust.org/php/programs/corner.store.campaign.php



