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Calendar of Events
The League sponsors meetings and events for the public as well as for League members.
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Description 


	Monday, July 7
	7:00 – 8:00 pm
	PEG Television Studio, Nashville State Technical Community College, 120 White Bridge Road, 37209
	LWV School Board Candidates Forum.  Due to campus construction, audience members and League volunteers should go to Kisber Library at the back of the campus and follow directions from there.  Audience members must be seated by 6:30 for live broadcast. The forum will be broadcast live on Channel 19 and re-broadcast in July and August.  For information, contact DebbyGould@Bellsouth.net.  

	Thursday, July 31
	5:00 pm
	Frist Center, 919 Broadway, 37203
	CEI Immigration Forum.  Sponsored by Coalition for Education about Immigration (LWV is member).  Panel presentation followed by small group discussions featuring immigrants’ stories. For information, contact KarenHWeeks@comcast.net. 

	Thursday, Aug 7
	7:00-8:00pm
	Regular polling place
	State Primary and General Election; Metro school board election.

	Saturday, July 19
	9 am – 1pm
	TBA
	Board Retreat.  For info., Contact LucyChism@comcast.net. 


TUNE IN TO LIVE SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES FORUM
All school board candidates have been invited to participate in a League sponsored forum that will be broadcast live on Comcast Channel 19 on Monday July 7 at 7:00 and will be re-broadcast during July and August.  Interest in the election is high, as the school system is in transition.  Candidates for five districts include: Dist 1, Barry Barlow, Sharon Gentry, and William Mason, Jr.; Dist 3, Tim Coleman and Mark North (Incumbent); Dist 5, Gracie Porter (Incumbent);  Dist 7, Cordenus Eddings and Ed Kindall (Incumbent); Dist 9, Paul Brenner, Alan Coverstone, Richard Haglund (write in), Stephen Hicks, Lee Limbard, and James Lech.  Because of construction on campus, it will be best if audience members and League volunteers park at`the Kisber Memorial Library at the back of the campus.  There will be signs posted in the Library lobby to direct people to the nearby PEG television studio.  Please note that the audience needs to be seated by 6:30 in preparation for live broadcast.  To volunteer or to submit questions for the candidates, please contact debbygould@bellsouth.net.   
LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING: TOWARD A SUSTAINABLE NASHVILLE
Tiffany Wilmot, LEAD accredited contractor, President of Wilmot, Inc. and member of the Mayor’s sustainability task force, captivated members with her lively address. They responded with enthusiasm as she shared concrete examples of what individuals can do to tread more lightly on the planet and recommended for our reference a book by Greg Horn entitled Living Green.   Members also bestowed the coveted Molly Todd award on Karen Edwards, former League president and active advocate for League issues.  The festive event at the Sunset Grill concluded with applause for outgoing president, Margie Parsley, and a welcome to Lucy Chism as her successor.

The Board, 2008-2009, includes the following elected, appointed and continuing members: President, Lucy Chism; 1st VP, Jo Singer; 2nd VP, Berdelle Campbell; Secretary, Carolyn Harris; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Action, Karen Weeks; Education, Debby Gould; Environment, Barbara Deneke; Finance Drive, Tish Womack; Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner; Membership, Margie Parsley; Metro Government, Reba Holmes; Voter Editor, Jan Bossing; and Voter Services, Lynn Williams.  In addition, Karen Edwards (chair), Luvenia Butler, and Lee Fairbend will serve on the nominating committee.  Judy Raines is Office Administrator.
LEAGUE HAS GREAT YEAR ON THE HILL
This was perhaps our most successful legislative session in recent memory and it wasn’t because we chose easy issues.  League Lobbyist Stewart Clifton summed up the achievements: “Our positions prevailed relative to water quality, open records, long term care, changing the constitution re abortion, voter confidence, and photo I.D. requirement for voting.  Our positions did not prevail regarding container deposit, tax fairness and expansion of quality, voluntary Pre-K.”  Here is list of the victories:
· Open Records:  The new law strengthens the Open Records Law and creates the office of Ombudsman.  The League’s involvement—and Marian Ott’s testimony—was critically important in passing the new law and fighting off crippling amendments.  
· Paper Ballots: The Tennessee Voter Confidence Act requires the ballot of record be a paper ballot marked by the voter, and be used in any recounts or random audits. It provides accommodations for voters with disabilities and implementation by 2010, but allows earlier implementation.
· Long Term Care Community Choices Act:  The Governor’s plan simplifies access to home- and community-based care and increases the number of people able to stay at home for long-term care needs, consistent with the League’s new Health Care Position.

· Right of Privacy:  A constitutional amendment that would have limited the right of privacy of individuals to make reproductive choices did not get through the House; it was blocked by determined action by the League and other groups.
· Environment:  The League and other groups stopped the so-called “Limited Resource Waters Act” and other bills designed to prohibit important state regulation of clean waters—contrary to the expectations of many observers.  
· Elections:  A bill requiring a Photo ID to vote did not get out of committee. The bill would have placed unacceptable burdens on elderly, low income, and disabled voters.  

The League still has work to do on three items that it supported but did not pass:
· Container Deposit:  The bill would establish a deposit and recycling program for beverage containers.  The League and environmental groups need to build local support so that more legislators will respond.
· Taxes:  Food and Business Tax Fairness Act. The legislation would have reduced the state sales tax on food by 1%. The revenue loss would have been offset by closing corporate tax loopholes that permit multi-state corporations to shift earnings outside the state.  Additional revenue would have been generated so that budget cuts in health care, K-12 improvements to the BEP and Pre-K expansion could have been partially restored.  A study mandated by the legislature regarding estimated revenue from loophole closing will provide information needed for action next year.
· Early Childhood Education:  The planned expansion of Pre-Kindergarten for 4-year olds of $25 million in state funds was a victim of the budget crisis.
According to Clifton, “[The League] made a real difference.  Legislators seem to understand that when the League speaks it is with a reasoned, nonpartisan voice and they appreciate that voice.”  Our thanks to the state action committee (including 11 Nashville members and 9 statewide members) and to all of you who responded to the action alerts in the League’s weekly Legislative Report.
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