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Calendar of Events
The League sponsors meetings and events for the public as well as for League members.
	Date
	Time
	Place
	Description 


	Monday

February

2
	11:30 a.m.
	Berdelle Campbell’s, 1217 5th Av  N
	State Action Committee, brown bag.  The committee will meet every two weeks.  Contact KarenHWeeks@comcast.net or 373-3551. 

	Thursday

February

19
	12:00
	Looby Center,

2301 Rosa Parks

Blvd.
	“Third Thursday” Lunch and Discussion.  Join us for a look at the results of the League’s Poll Watching Project in the November elections.  Marian Ott will present recommendations and facilitate discussion.   Contact MarianOtt@comcast.net or 356-1752.  Bring a brown bag, as no lunch will be provided.  (Weather cancellation consistent with Metro schools).

	Monday 

March

2
	5:15

p.m.
	Easter Seals

2001 Woodmont
	Board Meeting.  The Board meets monthly, first Monday, 

guests welcome.

	Thursday

March

19
	12:00
	Frist Center
919

Broadway
	“Third Thursday” Lunch and Discussion.  Join us for a look at the forthcoming Census, which has implications for redistricting.  Lynn Williams will lead the discussion in the private lunch room off the café.

	
	
	
	


THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH—POLL WATCH PROJECT
Thanks to all who put together a very well attended and informative discussion of the English Only ballot initiative! A wonderful start for our monthly informal lunch meetings! As predicted, opinions and viewpoints were many and varied. We learned a lot from each other, as always happens when people who care get together. We were delighted to have many non-Leaguers in attendance and hope they will return each month.

The upcoming lunch on February 19 at 12:00, will address the results of the Nashville League’s Poll Watch Project presented by the main drivers of the effort, Marian Ott and Deborah Narrigan. Building on the poll watching project from 2006, the League conducted an expanded observational project for the 2008 general election. Come and find out how Davidson County did. What were the major issues? Were they resolved? What can be done for future elections to ensure our vote is properly recorded? Join us at the Looby Library, 2301 Rosa Parks Blvd. (formerly Metro Center Blvd). Be sure to bring your lunch to this one—the library has no food service facilities.

The March19 lunch meeting will examine the forthcoming Census, which will have implications for redistricting and federal grants.  Voter Service chair Lynn Williams will facilitate the discussion to be held at the Frist Center in the private dining room off the café.  We have as potential topics: National Popular Vote Compact, health care reform initiatives, environmental issues and more.  If you have suggestions for discussion topics, please contact Jo Singer at 794-2781.     
LOOKING AHEAD to 2009-2010

In preparation for the Annual Meeting in May, we will be revising the Nashville League’s Program of Service, which currently includes positions on Education, Environment, Electoral Process, Health Care, Human Needs, and Metro Government.  Please take a moment to review the current program at www.LWVNashville.org under Issues, Nashville.  If you have suggestions for revisions or additions, please contact Karen Weeks at KarenHWeeks@comcast.net or 373-3551.  This is your opportunity to help us choose a direction for the coming year and beyond.

To enact our chosen goals, we select half the Nashville LWV Board members each year.  The Nominating Committee, chaired by Karen Edwards, is seeking candidates for Second Vice President and Treasurer as well as four Board members who will hold portfolios in various program areas.  If you are interested in serving on the Board, have questions about any of the Board positions, or would like to nominate someone, please contact Karen Edwards at Karenedwards@comcast.net or 957-5058.

LEAGUE ANNOUNCES LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR 2009
In light of dramatic changes in the Tennessee General Assembly, the forthcoming legislative session will interesting, perhaps challenging for the League.  One of the advantages of being a League member in a state capital is being able to provide LWV of Tennessee a presence on the hill during the legislative session. The State Action Committee includes members from the Nashville League as well as other Local leagues. The committee meets every two weeks at Berdelle Campbell’s home in Germantown. If you are interested in participating, please contact Mparsley99@comcast.net 352-7551or KarenHWeeks@comcast.net 373-3551.  Stewart Clifton and Anne Ross will provide all League members weekly updates on our legislative priorities.  
The LWVTN Board recently approved the exploration of a Voter Confidentiality bill that would establish a program to maintain the confidentiality of addresses for victims of domestic violence, patterned after the Louisiana program.  The state board also identified the following priorities: 
· Judicial Selection:  Support merit-based selection and retention. 
· Income Tax:  Oppose proposed constitutional amendments to prohibit income tax. 
· Environment:  Monitor and oppose possible bills to weaken regulation of clean waters. 
· Elections:  Oppose bills to require photo IDs to vote. 
· Open Government:  Monitor if there are amendments to open records law re: excessive requests. 
· Pre-K:  Maintain current Pre-Kindergarten early childhood classrooms for 4-year olds. 
· Education:  Monitor and maintain appointed school superintendents. 
Consistent with our state and national positions, the state action committee and the LWVTN Board will also be following these issues:
· Right to Privacy:  Oppose constitutional amendment to reduce individual rights.  The League affirms the constitutional rights of privacy of the individual to make reproductive choice.  The constitution should not be amended to reduce individual rights. 
· Taxpayer Bill of Rights:  Oppose efforts to amend constitution capping expenditures if they are proposed. 
· Health Care:  Review legislation to determine appropriate issues and positions. 
· Environment:  Review environmental issues using TCV legislative reports.
We need members who will go to the legislature, sit in on committee meetings and visit legislators.  We encourage all members to contact their legislators.  To learn more about the issues and the status of the bills, read our weekly Legislative Update at the LWV-TN web site, www.lwv-tn.org under publications.  You will receive the update free via email.  We will send it via US mail if you send in $10.00 to the League office.  

THE VOTER
The Nashville Voter is published 9 times per year and is distributed to members by email and by regular mail.  If you wish to receive your Voter only by email, please contact the office at info@lwvnashville.org.  
LWV Board: President, Lucy Chism; 1st VP, Jo Singer; 2nd VP, Berdelle Campbell; Secretary, Carolyn Harris; Treasurer, Marian Ott; Action, Karen Weeks; Education, Debby Gould; Environment, Barbara Deneke; Finance Drive, Tish Womack; Health Care, Sue Bredensteiner; Membership, Margie Parsley; Metro Government, Reba Holmes; Voter Editor, Jan Bossing; and Voter Services, Lynn Williams.  Judy Raines, Office Administrator.
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